Context Card

Case study 3:
Youth
In 1867, at the time of Confederation, only certain men who were
21 and older could vote in federal elections. During the two world
wars, people under 21 could vote if they were in the military. Once
the war was over, they lost those rights.
In 1970, a full century after Confederation, the voting age was
reduced to 18. Today, our society talks about how to get more youth
involved in democracy and voting. Many people support lowering
the voting age to 16.
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When Canada is formed in 1867, 21 is the minimum
age for voting in federal elections.

People are supposed to be 18 to serve in the
military. However, many soldiers are younger
than 18. During the First World War, everyone in
the military is allowed to vote, no matter how old
they are.
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When the First World War ends, the minimum
voting age returns to 21 for everyone.

During the Second World War, everyone serving
in the military is able to vote in a federal election,
no matter how old they are.
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In 1944, Tommy Douglas is the premier of
Saskatchewan. Under his leadership, Saskatchewan
lowers the voting age to 18 for provincial elections.
It is the ﬁrst province to do so.

Youth speak to a panel of parliamentarians at a
national conference. They ask the panel whether
the voting age should be lowered.
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Parliament lowers the voting age for federal
elections to 18. Millions of new voters cast votes
in the 1972 election.

Youth are active in the 1968 election, when
Pierre Trudeau is elected as prime minister.
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Prince Edward Island allows youth ages 16 and 17
to vote in a provincial plebiscite. During a plebiscite,
people vote on an important question. In this case,
the question is about whether to change the way
provincial elections are run. These youth in Prince
Edward Island are allowed to vote because they
will be 18 by the time of the next provincial election.

